
Name: _____________________________________________________      Date: _____________________ 

www.studyassistant.org 

WORKSHEET – COMPARE AND CONTRAST 1 

Observe the picture below. Read the passage and then answer the questions that follow. 

 

Painting by Elizabeth Gardner Bouguereau (Two Mothers and Their Families) 

Story 

This little boy is having a good time feeding the fluffy little chickens. He has 
scattered some grain on the floor and the old hen and eight of her chicks are 
eating as fast as they can. Two of the old hen’s chicks must have wandered 
away, so that at first they did not hear the mother hen’s cluck. Now see how they 
flutter their wings as they hurry back toward the others! 

The old mother hen takes such good care of her little chickens! When it is very 
cold she will spread out her wings until all the little ones are covered. She keeps 
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them warm and snug. If it rains, and she cannot get them under shelter, she will 
protect them with her wings in the pouring rain, much as she dislikes it. Every 
day she must scratch for bugs and worms for them and teach them how to 
scratch for their own living. 

She watches carefully to see that nothing harms them. Sometimes big birds, 
called chicken hawks, fly over the yard ready to swoop down and carry little 
chickens away in their claws. Then there are other things to be feared, such as 
weasels and rats; even cats and dogs might harm her little ones. Is it any wonder 
the mother hen is anxious, and apt to be cross when we go near her little chicks? 
It is best to be careful, then, for if she thinks you mean to hurt them she will fly at 
you and hurt you with her sharp bill. 

QUESTIONS 

 

1. Where are they? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________  

 

2. From which direction does the light seem to come? 

_________________________________________________________________  

 

3. How do we know this mother has two children?  

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________  

 

4. How does the mother hen care for her chickens?  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________  
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5. What is the little boy doing? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________  

 

6. In what way are the two mothers alike? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________  

 

7. Why is the old hen not afraid of the mother and child? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Why do you think it must have been a hot day? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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ANSWERS: 

1. Where are they? They are all in the kitchen. 

2. From which direction does the light seem to come? The sun comes due east. 

3. How do we know this mother has two children? One child stands near her and 

there is a cradle near her with another child 

4. How does the mother hen care for her chickens? She protects the little ones, feeds 

them and teaches them how to find food.  

5. What is the little boy doing? He is feeding the chickens. 

6. In what way are the two mothers alike? They are both caring and stas close to 

their young ones.  

7. Why is the old hen not afraid of the mother and child? She knows the mother is 

kind and will care for her chicks.  

8. Why do you think it must have been a hot day? The son and mother are both 

barefooted and the clothes they wear are long and loose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


