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WORKSHEET – FACT AND OPINION 4 

 

Story events that can really happen are real. Story events that are make-believe are fantasy. 

The questions in this quiz will show: how well you are able to decipher the difference 

between real and fantasy, identify main idea, determine the meaning of words (context 

clues), and understand details in the story.  

WHY THE SEA IS SALT – Part I (by Mary Howitt) 

There were, in very ancient times, two brothers, one of whom was rich, and the other poor. 

Christmas was approaching, but the poor man had nothing in the house for a Christmas 

dinner; so he went to his brother and asked him for a trifling gift. 

The rich man was ill-natured, and when he heard his brother’s request he looked very surly. 

But as Christmas is a time when even the worst people give gifts, he took a fine ham down 

from the chimney, where it was hanging to smoke, threw it at his brother, and bade him 

begone and never to let him see his face again. 

The poor man thanked his brother for the ham, put it under his arm, and went his way. He 

had to pass through a great forest on his way home. When he had reached the thickest part of 

it, he saw an old man, with a long, white beard, hewing timber. “Good evening,” said he to 

him. 

“Good evening,” returned the old man, raising himself up from his work, and looking at him. 

“That is a fine ham you are carrying.” On this, the poor man told him all about it. 

“It is lucky for you,” said the old man, “that you have met with me. If you will take that ham 

into the land of the dwarfs, the entrance to which lies just under the roots of this tree, you 

can make a capital bargain with it; for the dwarfs are very fond of ham, and rarely get any. 

But mind what I say: you must not sell it for money, but demand for it the ‘old hand mill 

which stands behind the door.’ When you come back, I’ll show you how to use it.” 

The poor man thanked his new friend, who showed him the door under a stone, below the 

roots of the tree, and by this door he entered into the land of the dwarfs. No sooner had he set 

his foot in it, than the dwarfs swarmed about him, attracted by the smell of the ham. They 

offered him queer, old-fashioned money and gold and silver ore for it; but he refused all their 

tempting offers, and said that he would sell it only for the old hand mill behind the door. 
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At this, the dwarfs held up their little old hands, and looked quite perplexed. “We cannot 

make a bargain, it seems,” said the poor man, “so I’ll bid you all a good day.” 

The fragrance of the ham had by this time reached the remote parts of dwarf land. The 

dwarfs came flocking around in little troops, leaving their work of digging out precious ores, 

eager for the ham. 

 

“Let him have the old mill,” said some of the newcomers; “it is quite out of order, and he 

don’t know how to use it. Let him have it, and we will have the ham.” 

So the bargain was made. The poor man took the old hand mill, which was a little thing not 

half so large as the ham, and went back to the woods. Here the old man showed him how to 

use it. All this had taken up a great deal of time, and it was midnight before he reached 

home. 

“Where in the world have you been?” said his wife. “Here I have been waiting and waiting, 

and we have no wood to make a fire, nor anything to put into the porridge pot for our 

Christmas supper.” 

 

The house was dark and cold; but the poor man bade his wife wait 

and see what would happen. He placed the little hand mill on the 

table, and began to turn the crank. First, out there came some grand, 

lighted wax candles, and a fire on the hearth, and a porridge pot 

boiling over it, because in his mind he said they should come first. 

Then he ground out a tablecloth, and dishes, and spoons, and knives 

and forks. 

He was himself astonished at his good luck, as you may believe; and his wife was almost 

beside herself with joy and astonishment. Well, they had a capital supper; and after it was 
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eaten, they ground out of the mill every possible thing to make their house and themselves 

warm and comfortable. So they had a merry Christmas eve and morning. 

QUESTION 

1. Match by dragging and dropping a word to its meaning.  

SORT ELEMENTS 

Trifling, Hand-mill, Attracted, Perplexed, Fragrance 

 

of small value 

 

 

a mill turned by hand. 

 

 

drawn to, allured. 

 

 

puzzled. 

 

 

sweetness of smell. 

 

 

 

2. Select the words or phrases that are make-believe. 

 two brothers, one of whom was rich, and the other poor. 

 Christmas 

 a fine ham 

 land of the dwarfs 

 chimney 

 door under a stone below the roots of the tree 

 queer, old-fashioned money and gold and silver ore 

 old hand mill 

 a mill that can make every possible thing 
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3. What is a “fairy tale”? 

 It's a wonderful, magical tale. 

 It's a true tale. 

 It's and unbelievable story told by family. 

 It's a bible story. 
 

 

4. What fairy people are told about in this story? 

 goblins 

 midgets 

 elves 

 dwarfs 
 

5. How did the poor man find the way to the land of the dwarfs? 

 He found his way to the land of the dwarfs when he pass through a great forest on his 

way home. 

 He found his way to the land of the dwarfs through a door under a stone, below the roots 

of a tree, 

 He found his way to the land of the dwarfs by wishing it. 

 He found his ways to the land of the dwarfs through a window under a tree branch. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


